


Connecting to 
society via
Open Data 



Agenda

11:00 - 11:05 Lotte Houtepen Project & Policy officer of the 
“Evaluating societal impact” project

11:05 - 11:15 Roel van den Berg Erasmus Initiatives Business 
Manager

11:15 - 11:25 Rajarshi Chakraborty Erasmus Centre for Data Analytics 
(ECDA)

11:25 - 11:30 Questions and Answers



Lotte Houtepen
Project & Policy officer of the 

“Evaluating societal impact” project
houtepen@eur.nl



“Working with data is not an object in itself, 
want to work on societal issues”



Urgent societal challenges ask for usable knowledge 
and evidence-based solutions



Creating societal impact

Open data is a way to increase productive interactions 
that is within your sphere of control

Sphere of control
Outputs: insights that are needed 
from the research project

Sphere of influence
Outcomes: who has to do what 
differently to achieve impact?

Sphere of interest
Impact: desired lasting structural 
change in economy and society

Engaging with 
stakeholders increases 
your chance to succeed 

outside of your own 
sphere of control

‘Give your research a 
social life’



Benefits of connecting to society via open data

● Showing thought leadership: 
being visible as an expert on an area/method/ data type makes it 
easier for others to know for what topics to contact you

● More engagement and re-use data: 
higher citation rate studies with data available 

● New perspectives: 
others see possibilities you would never have thought of yourself. 
Sometimes leads to new own work in other areas.



Roel van den Berg
Program Manager of the Erasmus Initiatives 

“Dynamics of Inclusive Prosperity” and

“Smarter Choices for Better Health”



Main aims of Erasmus Initiatives

Stimulate interdisciplinary work between schools at EUR

Address Grand Societal Challenges

Enhance visibility and societal impact of our research

Examples of projects:

Differences in perinatal health per neighbourhood 

Enhance prevention through life style app

Undermining in the Port of Rotterdam

Attitudes towards environmental crimes



Open Doors about Open Data when connecting to Society?

Some considerations:

The consequences of including secondary data in your results

The protection of respondents/participants

The possible effects of your data amidst “merchants of doubt”

Differences between legal and business “ownership”



Rajarshi Chakraborty
Manager, Erasmus Data Collaboratory

Erasmus Centre for Data Analytics (ECDA)













Opening Friday 29.10 at 13:30 at Polak 1



Future of Open Data

Where do you think Open Data will lead us 
regarding societal impact?


